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The collection of Roman inscribed stones and sculpture, together with other Roman objects found at Maryport in 
Cumbria, is the oldest archaeological collection in Britain still in private hands. Today, it is housed in the Senhouse 
Roman Museum on Sea Brows to the north of the modern town of Maryport. Beside the museum the earthworks 
of the Roman fort may still be seen, and beyond it, though not visible, lies a large civil settlement revealed through 
geophysical survey and the scene of two recent excavations. Maryport: A Roman Fort and its Community places the 
collection in context and describes the history of research at the site. Maryport, although at the north-western edge 
of the Roman Empire, provides material of international importance for our understanding of the Roman state. 
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MARYPORT
A ROMAN FORT  

AND ITS COMMUNITY

DAVID J. BREEZE

The collection of Roman inscribed stones and 
sculpture, together with other Roman objects 
found at Maryport in Cumbria, is the oldest 
archaeological collection in Britain still in private 
hands. Today, it is housed in the Senhouse Roman 
Museum on Sea Brows to the north of the modern 
town of Maryport. Beside the museum the 
earthworks of the Roman fort may still be seen, 
and beyond it, though not visible, lies a large civil 
settlement revealed through geophysical survey 
and the scene of two recent excavations. Maryport: 
a Roman Fort and its community places the collection 
in context and describes the history of research at 
the site. Maryport, although at the north-western 
edge of the Roman Empire, provides material of 
international importance for our understanding 
of the Roman state.

David Breeze has been a trustee of the Senhouse 
Museum Trust since its inception in 1985 and 
chair of the trust since 2013. He has served as 
President of the Cumberland and Westmorland 
Antiquarian and Archaeological Society and 
as Chairman of the International Congress of 
Roman Frontier Studies. He was Chief Inspector 
of Ancient Monuments for Scotland from 1989 
to 2005, and subsequently led the team which 
successfully nominated the Antonine Wall as a 
World Heritage Site in 2008. David has excavated 
on both Hadrian’s Wall and the Antonine Wall 
and written several books on these frontiers, on 
frontiers elsewhere in the Roman Empire and on 
the Roman army.
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DAVID BREEZE has been a trustee of the Senhouse Museum Trust since its inception in 1985 and chair of the 
Trust since 2013. He has served as President of the Cumberland and Westmorland Antiquarian and Archaeological 
Society and as Chairman of the International Congress of Roman Frontier. He was Chief Inspector of Ancient 
Monuments for Scotland from 1989 to 2005, and subsequently led the team which successfully nominated the 
Antonine Wall as a World Heritage Site in 2008. David has excavated on both Hadrian’s Wall and the Antonine Wall 
and written several books on these frontiers, on frontiers elsewhere in the Roman Empire and on the Roman army.


