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Heritage Skills Festival will celebrate the restoration of historic Tynemouth Station
To celebrate restoration works at Tynemouth Station join the Heritage Skills Initiative for a three-day Heritage Skills Festival on 22nd, 23rd, 24th June.
Made possible by a grant from English Heritage, on Friday 22nd, the focus will be on encouraging young people currently in education to think about the possible career routes open to them within the sector, while on Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th, all are welcome to come and have a go at traditional heritage skills.

The 2011 Heritage Skills Festival held at Souter Lighthouse attracted over 2000 visitors who were able to try their hand at various skills, with 70 different stands, stalls and activities to choose from.  In 2012, the Festival promises to be even more spectacular, celebrating the completion of grant-aided restoration work after the re-opening of the Station on 4th June. There will be opportunities for the public to get hands on experience of stonemasonry, green woodworking, blacksmithing, lime mortar, weaving, felt making and much, much more – all for FREE!

Tynemouth Station is a grade II* listed building which has been on the Heritage at Risk register since 1998. The restoration work will not only provide people with a glimpse of the Victorian age but also make sure a piece of the North East’s most important heritage is saved. Some £1.9m of government funding was obtained through the Sea Change programme, allowing the £3.68m project to go forward with the additional funding coming from a stakeholder group. The rescue package was co-ordinated by the stakeholder group, including North Tyneside Council, English Heritage, Nexus and station owners Station Developments Limited.
Morris Muter is managing director of Station Developments Limited, who have taken a lead role in the restoration project. He said, “We are pleased to host the Heritage Skills Festival, which is something that has particular relevance to the station restoration. In awarding the contract for the work to Mansell Construction, it was very important to know that those employed had the necessary skills to supervise and undertake the work, in order to achieve historical accuracy combined with modern methods. Both of these are essential in ensuring the sustainability of Tynemouth Station for many years to come.”

Carol Pyrah, Planning Director for English Heritage in the North East, said: “Heritage at Risk is a big problem in the North East and an essential part of looking after our Heritage at Risk is ensuring there are enough people with the specialist heritage skills.  With our major grant aid for Tynemouth Station, and our ongoing support of the Heritage Skills Initiative, we are delighted to help fund the Heritage Skills Festival. The North East has a wealth of historic buildings crying out for people with the skills to restore them.” 

Ylana First MBE, Secretary of The Friends of Tynemouth Station said: “Having visited the Heritage Skills days at Souter Light House last year, I had thought that Tynemouth Station would be a very appropriate venue for such an event, following the completion of the large scale restoration programme to bring it to its former glory. Imagine my pleasure when I was informed that indeed the North of England Civic Trust, with the massive support of English Heritage, would enable the event to be staged in the Station. The Station will be a wonderful example of the very best in restoration and conservation practice. With an eye to the future, it is particularly gratifying to learn that the first day of this 3 day event is directed towards encouraging young people to take up hands on conservation work, thus ensuring that skills are not lost, and that in 30 to 40 years, time there will still be people able to look after our wonderful industrial, architectural and cultural heritage.”
 
Andie Harris from the Heritage Skills Initiative said: “Holding the Heritage Skills Festival at Tynemouth Station this year presents an excellent opportunity to celebrate the unique craftsmanship which was used in its construction, and encourage people of all ages to consider whether they would like to learn the traditional building craft or conservation skills which will enable them to become part of the legacy of these fantastic structures.”

The Heritage Skills Festival is open to the public and free to attend. To enquire about bringing a school group, please contact North of England Civic Trust’s Heritage Skills Initiative on 0191 232 9279, or kathryn.banfield@nect.org.uk. 

[ENDS]

Notes to Editors
· This Heritage Skills Initiative event is funded by English Heritage through their grants programme.
· Funded by English Heritage and the Heritage Lottery Fund, and hosted by North of England Civic Trust, the Heritage Skills Initiative (HSI) has identified how severe the skills shortage is in the region and how the region is responding to that shortage.  HSI exists to raise awareness of, and promote training opportunities in, the traditional heritage skills required to restore and maintain the historic environment. HSI has examined the sector through mapping current training, the present skills base and demand for skills in the region. It signposts existing training opportunities and fills gaps in provision by running training courses where necessary, increasing awareness of the heritage sector and developing an active and collaborative network across the region. HSI is continually innovating and expanding, originating with just one staff member and now spanning Cumbria, the North East and North Yorkshire, covering both traditional building and engineering skills and comprising 6 staff members.  

· English Heritage is the Government’s statutory advisor on the historic environment.  It provides advice on how best to conserve England’s heritage for the benefit of everyone.  While most of England’s heritage is in private hands, it works with all who come into contact with it - landowners, businesses, planners and developers, national, regional and local government, the Third Sector, local communities and the general public -  to help them understand, value, care for and enjoy England’s historic environment. It is also entrusted with the custodianship of over 400 sites and monuments, which together form the national collection of built and archaeological heritage. These include some of the most important monuments of human history such as Stonehenge and Hadrian’s Wall.  For further information about its work, please visit www.english-heritage.org.uk
· The transformation of Tynemouth Station is a true tale of a heritage phoenix rising from the ashes; a fabulous monument to Victorian architecture rescued from collapse; the recreation of a nineteenth century vision, reshaped and reinvented for the twenty first century. 

The station was built in 1882 by North East Railway to designs by its chief architect William Bell.  The station boasted a fantastic array of ironwork and glass, in the form of its distinctive glazed canopies radiating out from the gently curving track and platforms. The station was not only the gateway to the wonderful beaches of the North East coast, it was a destination in itself, bedecked with spectacular horticulture and a monument to the age of steam.

For many years it was the arrival point for thousands of visitors from across the North East and beyond..  Over the years many factors conspired to change the fate of the station;  the growth of the private motor car, the availability of cheap foreign holidays and the general struggle to find investment to maintain the former glories of seaside resorts.  While the station has functioned throughout its 130 year life as a working station, currently part of the Tyne and Wear Metro system, its place as a spectacle in itself has been in decline, until now.

In 1980 the station was threatened with demolition and, following a public campaign, was purchased by North Tyneside Council (NTC) and partially restored.  In 1993 NTC and Millhouse Developments Ltd formed a joint venture company, Station Developments Ltd (SDL), to complete the station’s restoration and development. This commitment has not wavered. 

The restoration project will deliver a stunning, distinctive building. The high quality infrastructure within a stimulating venue will attract exceptional artists and performances.  The canopy restoration will provide a greatly extended performance area, thus offering cultural events to those who would not visit a gallery or theatre.  

Even in its present condition Tynemouth Station has maintained a presence as a popular cultural venue.  A diverse range of exhibitions and events are organised by Friends of Tynemouth Station, often supported by North Tyneside Council and Arts Council England. The current investment will ensure the future of the station as a cultural venue and enable the programme to be expanded.  At a time when much retail activity is struggling, Tynemouth Station, with six businesses and weekend markets, is a rare exception.   Existing businesses will be further supported by the additional exhibition and performance space.

The extended space, improved infrastructure and vibrant colour will enable the station to fulfil its potential as an all-year cultural venue for the region with opportunities for exhibitions, heritage events, fairs and festivals.  These events will be incorporated into the wider coastal arts and events programme and help re-establish the station as a focal point for cultural activity on the North East coast.  
Issued on behalf of the Heritage Skills Initiative at North of England Civic Trust.

For more information contact Kathryn Banfield on 0191 232 9279 or kathryn.banfield@nect.org.uk
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